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In the book Ender's Game  by Orson Scott Card there are many questions as to whether Ender is good or evil. I think that if we just look at the facts that we may think that he is pure evil and the things he does are pure violence filled with hate. I personally think that we should look past the facts to really get the answer to these questions, I believe that we also must look at his intentions. The author creates many issues about what we debate whether they are right or wrong. An example of this might be, is it right to kill for survival? It is my personal opinion that Ender is a good person that is forced to do terrible things.


As I read through the story it's clear to me that Ender cares about his soldiers. He is very tough and can seem very mean but he wants them to be the best soldiers that they can while still trying to be their friend. On page 119 of Ender's Game Kindle edition, Ender says to one of his soldiers “Well, what I've done to you this day, Bean, I've done. But I'll be watching you more compassionately than you know and when the time is right you'll find that I'm your friend, and you are the soldier you want to be.” To me this shows us part of his soul and who he really is. To me this doesn't look like the face of pure evil but of a caring person that wants to help people be their best.


We can look at the story and read many times that in no way does Ender want to be like his brother Peter, who is rude, destructive, and very violent inside. Ender is constantly questioning himself and is trying to find the balance of being caring and being the leader that everyone expects him to be. I think we can see this on page 25, “I am not a killer, Ender said to himself over and over. I am not Peter. No matter what Graff says, I'm not.... I'm not what he said.” I believe the difference between Ender and his brother is that he doesn't find enjoyment in doing terrible things or hurting others. It's almost as if he finds his violent actions as justice or a way to end the war. There are times in the story that Ender questions that and actually states that he is Peter because of something terrible he has done but I think

 the fact that he continues to question himself shows he is nothing like him at all. I think Ender believes he is doing what he feels is right at the time, even if it seems to be destructive. I believe he really feels he is doing what he needs to so he can fix the problems in his world. 


Next, in the story we find that Ender isn't afraid to show that he is human and questions himself and has fears. This to me doesn't sound like a heartless killer of pure evilness.  In his own way he shows us human emotions and vulnerability. I believe we see this in the story  on page 139 when Ender was talking to Bean, “Ender breathed sharply, suddenly, as if there was a stab of pain, or he had to catch a sudden breath in a wind; Bean looked at him and the impossible was happening. Far from baiting him, Ender Wiggin was actually confiding in him. Not much. But a little. Ender was human and  Bean had been allowed to see.” I think this shows us that Ender is trying to make connections with other humans, to admit that questions himself and is trying to be vulnerable to those around him. To me this isn't a monster, I believe this is shows us that he isn't afraid to be honest and real with his human emotions and that he does horrible things not because he is a horrible person but because he feels there just isn't any other way.


In summary, I believe that even though Ender can do terrible things he also shows us that he has a heart and wants to do good things. I think there are some things we should look at, Ender lives in a terrible environment. He has been trained to be a killer and yet we can still see the good in him. Ender is faced with the harsh reality of kill or be killed everyday. Even by name, Ender, he is put in the position of carrying the weight of his entire planets survival on his shoulders. Ender has grown up in an environment that has create him to be different and he was never allowed to be a child or not be faced with being the answer to everyone's existence. I think that the reality is that terrible things happen in terrible wars. Even in wars on our world we see that terrible things happen to innocent people and also that terrible things are done to soldiers that fight in wars. They can be damaged, but I don't think this makes them evil. Ender simply wants to survive, he simply wants his people and planet to continue to exist. In conclusion I believe that Ender Wiggin shows us that his intentions are pure and not a monster at all. I believe I have shown that he in fact is far from that, and that he is mostly good inside.

